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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
P,0, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Pursuant to Rule 56 of the Rules of Practice in Patent 



and Trademark Cases (37 CFR § 1.56) Applicants submit copies of 
references uncovered in an International Preliminary Search 
Report dated June 8, 2004 (copy of translation dated October 14, 
2004 also enclosed). International Search Report dated July 24, 
2003 and in a search report by the German Patent Office dated 
October 18, 2002 of prior art searched in Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Great Britain, USA, Japan (abstracts) , 
former USSR (abstracts) , European Patent Office and WIPO. Copies 
of the abstracts of these references in English are attached as 
Exhibit A. 

The cited references including search report (s) and 
literature are included on Form PTO-1449 appended hereto as 



HUBERT OTT and THOMAS GRAU 
U.S. Serial No.: I0/y5o5^3^f- 

Exhibit B and are as follows; 



German References 



DE 199 22 466 C2 (Harald Schrott) 
December 1, 2000 

DE 196 36 781 C2 (FESTO AG & Co.) 
March 12, 1998 

DE 41 17 958 C2 (Robert Bosch) 
December 3, 1992 



DE 199 22 089 Al (Harald Schrott) 
May 17, 1999 

DE 199 14 971 Al (Harald Schrott) 
April 1, 1999 

DE 197 42 283 Al (Veit Zoeppig) 
September 25, 1997 

DE 100 37 251 Al (BSH Bosch und Siemens Hausgeraete 
July 31, 2000 GmbH) 

DE 199 14 972 Al (Harald Schrott) 
April 1, 1999 



Internat . References 

WO 03/071176 Al (Aweco Appliance Systems GmbH & Co. KG) 
February 19, 2003 

UK 1 417 669 (Donald Alexander Larner) 
Filed: November 2, 1972 

U.S. Patent 2,983,278 (R.P. Heintz) 
May 9, 1961 
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HUBERT OTT and THOMAS GRAU 
U.S. Serial No.: 10/505,354 

Abstracts in English of the cited German references 
have been obtained where available and are included herewith as 
Exhibit A. These references are relevant in view of the fact 
they were uncovered and cited in the corresponding foreign 
priority application and their relevancy is described in the 
Search Report (s). 

Although no fee is believed required for the 
Information Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fee or credit any overpayment 
which may be required by this Information Disclosure Statement to 
Deposit Account No. 02-3702. 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BBENEMAN & GSORGEES 

By: Ux\)g.^i« r- 

William D. Breneman 
Reg. No. 26,714 

3150 Commonwealth Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22305 
Tel.: (703) 683-8006 
Fax: (703) 683-8009 



3 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademarti Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Papenwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless tt contains a valid QMB controt numbe r 



Substitute for fbmn 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Rrst Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/505,354 



August 19. 2004 



HUBERT OTT et al 



V Shfifit M 



Attpmey Docket Number 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Put}ltcation Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicam Gf Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Unes, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Frgures Appear 


Niimh0rJ^inH rtnrlo^ ^""""'^ 
iNumu<#r'>f\iiiu ViAajc 






2 983 278 


05-09-1961 


R.P. Helntz 








US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Unes, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^~Numt)er^T<ind Code^ (if kncmt) 






WO 03/071176 Al 


02-19-2003 


Aweco Appliance 










UK 1 417 669 


11-02-1972 


D. A. Lamer 










DE 199 22 466 C2 


12-7-2000 


Harald Schrott 










DE 196 36 781 C2 


03-12-1998 


FESTO AG & Co. 










DE41 17 958C2 


12-03-1992 


Robert Bosch 










DE 199 22 089 Al 


05-17-1999 


Harald Schrott 


LI 



r Examiner 




Date 




1 signature 




Considered 


1 



considered. Include copy of ttiis form with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation numt}er (optiona)). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDtD.Qov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the twcHetter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by 
the af^ropriate symt)ols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection cs estimatad to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appllcat'on Ibnn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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